
The Resurrection of Jesus was a Real Historical Event 
 

 
 
According to those writers closest to the events, Jesus died on a Roman cross and came back to life three 
days later.  There are two main categories of doubts that people commonly have about the historical reality of 
the resurrection of Jesus.   
 
They are 1.) doubts about the written accounts, and 2.) doubts about the witnesses/writers themselves. 
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“The biblical accounts of his resurrection are legend not historical accounts.”  
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“The biblical accounts were tampered with or fabricated” 
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“The Bible is just a biased collection of the accounts of Jesus life that the church preferred.” 
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We have what those nearest to the events recorded – they intended that their record be taken as historical. 
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“The Gospel writers intentionally deceived their readers.  They lied about what they saw” 
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“The disciples went to the wrong tomb or someone just stole Jesus body and the disciples took the empty tomb 
to be proof of Jesus’ resurrection” 
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“Lots of people have had visions of someone they loved who had died.  The writers just meant that they had 
seen visions of Jesus or that he was still alive in�some spiritual sense, not that he came back to physical life.” 
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“The disciples, overcome with grief and wanting so badly for Jesus to be alive, had visions or hallucinations that 
he was alive again.” 
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• They knew about stuff like visions and hallucinations happening too and did not trust their eyes.  For some 

of them it was only after the touched him and saw him eat that they would believe he was raised from the 
dead (Luke 24:38, John 20:25). 

 
“Jesus never really died, he just looked dead on the cross and then later was revived and appeared to many, 
appearing as if he was raised from the dead.” 

• Romans soldiers knew how to kill people. 
• If this did happen, Jesus would hardly have been able to convince people that he had victoriously 

conquered death three days after the whipping, beating, and crucifixion. 
 
“People back then just believed in resurrections and would not have demanded a lot of proof like we do, so they 
would have been more easily misled.” 

• No, they didn’t believe in resurrections. 
• The Jews that believed in the resurrection (not the Sadducees) believe in a resurrection of all people at 

once with the restoration of the entire physical world.  They did not believe in individuals being resurrected. 
• The Greco-Roman world did not believe in the resurrection of the body.  They did not believe it was possible 

or even desirable because of their preference of the spiritual over the physical. 
• They would have had no easier time believing it, nor were they somehow more likely to believe what they 

were told than we are. 
 

The testimony of those closest to the event appear trustworthy and there is no historical reason to discount 
them.   

 
And we already saw that we have reliable records of what they wrote, records they intended to be taken as 
historical.  Therefore, the physical resurrection of Jesus is an established fact as much as any historical fact 
can be expected to be.  The resurrection of Jesus was a real historical event and proves the truth of Jesus’ 
message. 

 
 

Much more that could be said about the reality of the resurrection – for questions contact us at www.kaleo.ws 

Kaleo – a community of authentic hope  


